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MANCHESTER WATER WORKS 

Petition to Extend Service Area in Town of Goffstown 

Order Nisi Granting Petition 
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Manchester and 

the north, Mast Road 

been expressed for a number of years but that the recent flooding of the Piscataquog River in 

2006 and 2007 has provided further impetus to the requests. That flooding resulted in 

contamination of a number of private drinking water wells in the proposed h c h i s e  area. A 

Town warrant article was passed in 2008 authorizing the Town to provide funding for MWW to 

extend service to the area. The proposed franchise area abuts service areas previously granted to 
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MWW not only to the east but along Mast Road to the south and along limited portions of 

several streets extending into the area proposed. 

Extension of service will involve construction of 18,700 feet of water main, 23 1 

residential water services and public fire hydrants. The project is on the funded portion of the 

state priority Iist  for American Recovery and Reinvestment Act drinking water projects, 

Approval of the petition will allow ~ 8 ~ m o v e h w &  with securing the estimated 
- - ''_ >//--I - -- -. 

$2,537,000 funding, which low interest State 
. ... 

,* ' . !; . -. .-- - .  
. . 

Revolving Loan Fund $dF) 

Environmental has until now 
f \ -  : 1 ' 

been a significant W-hwt  espwi&as i t  is oip+l&b k&t half of the i: : b ' A I '  I 

overall cost as a &t.ovp~&lifk L - -  , . -. of the in the f&n .-. bf~@~H~~:a&int~&t . . forgiveness. 
- -  , 

Tbe Town inten w&g;;~&990f6;e . ...& , ,  ;kanan bonding 

that will ultimate to eustom& rmeiving 
- - ,  . , ,  

- - ,  , ., 

service in the proposld *: , ' ,, - . .  . .  , . 
, ' ; .' ., , -2 ., . .  , I 

. . 
,. +- . - ' . W  

h support of i t s - h q ~ & t ,  MW-' - \  , 
. 

re .- ,. ?s . n ~ b t h e f  w~t#utility . . providing water 
.. .. - - . , , . -. 

\?- --. 
- .. 

service in this area and that -ik,@Ie and $@hg 6 supply wder service in the proposed 
\ , , / -. , +//  

- - - -' ,- 

service area under rates on file with the Cornm~ssron. M W  also supplied a copy of a 

notification form it had sent to the Town's Board of Selectmen. The notification described the 

franchise boundaries and sought the Board's assent by asking it to return signed copies. The 

notification was signed by the Chairman of the Board on April 13,2009. 

On April 28,2009, NHDES filed a letter expressing support for M W ' s  proposed water 

service fkanchise expansion. NHDES also stated that MWW meets the suitability and 
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availability requirements of RSA 374:22, ID. On May 15,2009, Staff filed a letter indicating 

that it had reviewed the petition and associated materials and recommended approval. 

n, COMMISSION ANALYSIS 

Pursuant to RSA 374:22, I, "[nlo person or business entity shall commence business as a 

public utility within this state . . , or shall exercise any right or privilege under any franchise not 

theretofore actually exercised in such  moat--having obtained the permission and 
. - .  

. , # - ,  . - -- .. .\.. . 
approval of the commiss ion. '>~kp~xdvt  , . , . '+, &h - - - - -. requ~suGd&a:bmination -. that the franchise 

, ': ./...- - - --. < .  - .  
is for the public go 

its water treatment plant. In light ofthis reguIatory history and in light ofour review ofthe 

m g ,  we find that MWW possesses the requisite managerial, financial, and technical expertise 

to provide water service. As required pursuant to RSA 374122, MWW has provided evidence 

' Manchester Water Works* Order No. 24,775 (July 12,2007),92 NH PUC 274 (2007) (authorizing expaasion into 
an area of Hooksett), Manchester Watm Worh , Order No. 24,326 (May 7,2004), 89 NH PUC 293 (2004) 
(autbodng expansion into an area of Hooksett), Munchester Water Works. Otder No. 22,975 (July 7, 1998), 83 MI 
PUC 3 82 (1 998) (authorizing expansion into an area of Londunderry). 
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that it meets the suitability and availability requirements of NHDES, The Town of Goffstown 

approves of the franchise request and there is evidence that the residents of this area of the Town 

need a reliabIe source of potable water. With respect to rates, MWW states that it will apply its 

existing tariff to the customers in the proposed franchise area. Finally, we note that the proposed 

franchise area is adjacent to areas already served by MWW and thus service will be more 

efficient to this proposed franchise area wif&waebeing served as a remote water system /-: ; - - ---. --- 
unconnected to any other w a@f&&i&ution system. . 7 2  - 

, .  . -- - . . . .  - 

Having review+& fi~h~&i?id~%&$ reCqdaeidn; we, fuld @at MWW*~ request to 
f J/. 3 :;-A: c*'--' 8 

%. A 

provide water senr ic$ f i  i&@PP&&nBbis&area f 1  inlthe k t i ~  br~@k&ri is for the public 
'* . 1 .! 

0 , '  I 
r ' " 

good. Consistent &I-@ ; A c e  & d . & ~  324:2,&, qe wiU iss~@:$&~?@x dn a Nisi basis in 
t ' : I 8 ,  f ,, ,: ' ' ' ( 

of Goffstown as described abo-h -. _ inmg &tail . 
, 

its p & & i j i ~ d  it is 
. - - - _.' d- 

'k. .,. - 
?/- 

FURTHER ORDERED, that ~ G - t e r  Works is authorized to provide such 

service under its existing tariff to customers within the above-described franchise area; and it is 

FURTHER ORDERED, that Manchester Water Works shall cause a copy of this Order 

Nisi to be published once in a statewide newspaper of general circulation or of circulation in 

those portions of the state where operations are conducted, and shall send a copy of same to the 
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Town of Goffstown town clerk by first cIrtss mail, such actions to occur no later than June 12, 

2009 and to be documented by affidavit filed with this office on or before June 17,2009; and it is 

FURTRER ORDERED, that all persons interested in responding to this Order Nisi be 

notified tbaf they may submit their comments or file a written request for a hearing which states 

the reason and basis for a hearing no later than June 15,2009 for the Commission's 

consideration; and it is .- 
>- 

-*HER O R D E ~ G I ~ ~  pBdy inteiestedii+-n to such comments or 
I , ;:,-:-:-:Y-T--:, -.-' / ? .  , . , . , - -  -. -. ' ., -, 

Petitioner fails to # $ ~ & . ~ e  ?&cation qt1igatipn sg$orth ab&= -, $,J % co@ffussion provides 

' I 

Commissioner 

Attested by: 

Executive Director 


