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Re: IR 22-053; Investigation of Energy Commaodity Procurement (Renewable Portfolio Standard;
Default Service Electric Power; Cost of Gas) Methodology and Process; Department of
Energy Comments

Dear Chairman Goldner:

The Department of Energy (Department) has reviewed the “Report On New Hampshire
Energy Commodity Procurement” (Report) produced by the Public Utilities Commission
(Commission) and filed in the above referenced docket on May 8, 2023. The Report was filed
pursuant to a Procedural Order issued by the Commission on April 24, 2023 (Order), which requested
“that the staff of the Commission produce a report summarizing the input of the participants in the
investigation for the Commission’s consideration.” The Report presents a useful summary of
information provided by electric utilities and other stakeholders who participated in the investigation
and the Department appreciates the Commission’s attention to these issues. The Order further stated
that “any participant or interested person may file a response within 10 days of the date the report is
filed to the docket.” Accordingly, the Department files this letter containing its comments responsive
to the Report as it pertains to New Hampshire’s regulated electric utilities.

Renewable Portfolio Standard

The Department understands the Report at p. 13, to indicate that the timing for the Renewable
Portfolio Standard (RPS) Class III review is June 15". In fact, however, the Department’s review of
the RPS Class III obligation requirement for the previous calendar year is conducted during the first
quarter of the following calendar year. This allows for the RPS obligation to be determined in
advance of the last trading period deadline related to Renewable Energy Credits (RECs) produced in
the fourth quarter of a calendar year. The last trading period for RECs corresponding to certified
renewable energy production in the fourth quarter of a calendar year runs from April 15 to June 15 of
the following calendar year. !

! See https://nepoolgis.com/ for a schedule of “Important NEPOOL GIS Dates” including REC trading periods.



https://nepoolgis.com/

Energy Service Procurement

The Report has prompted the Department to open an investigation to delve further into several
important issues that the Commission’s Report has illuminated. These include, but are not limited to:

e Are current energy service procurement methodologies adequately addressing the
restructuring policy principles identified in RSA 374-F:3 or would an alternative method
provide a better opportunity to accomplish the policy principles?

e More analysis of the methodologies used by other restructured states that provide default/
provider of last resort energy service.

e The potential benefits and risks of using self-supply for default service as a replacement for
the current, six-month competitive procurement method.

e  Whether the current procurement methodologies are providing sufficiently market-based
pricing for energy service by accurately representing risks that market participants face when
responding to energy service requests for proposals issued by New Hampshire’s regulated
utilities.

e  Whether an alternative procurement methodology might provide a more robust approach at
delivering prices with lower risk premium amounts under a variety of market conditions.

e Would a change to an alternative energy service procurement method create market
disturbances resulting in undesired market outcomes?

In order to research these topics further and develop corresponding policy, the Department
intends to retain the services of an outside expert to review the Report and produce a report which will
address the issues identified above as well as other relevant and related topics. The Department’s goal
is to provide its report by December 1, 2023 in order to inform policy makers on issues related to
energy service procurement under the current paradigm of electric utility restructuring.

The Department appreciates the Report and the Commission opening this investigative docket.
The Report and parties” comments/responses are helpful resources assisting the Department to further
develop the policy on default electric procurement. See RSA 12-P:2. The Department looks forward
to collaborating with the Commission and stakeholders on these important issues.

Consistent with the Commission’s current practices, this letter is being filed only in electronic
form.

Sincerely,

/s/ Paul B. Deater
Sr. Hearings Examiner/Legal Director

cc: Service List
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DENISE ALLARD MARK CAPPADONE ELENA DEMERIS
COLONIAL POWER GROUP INC mark@colonialpowergroup.com UNITIL ENERGY SYSTEMS INC
denise@colonialpowergroup.com 6 LIBERTY LANE WEST

HAMPTON NH 03842

FAISAL DEEN ARIF
DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY
21 SOUTH FRUIT ST STE 10
CONCORD NH 03301
faisal.deenarif@energy.nh.gov

KAREN ASBURY

UNITIL SVC CORP

6 LIBERTY LANE WEST
HAMPTON NH 03842-1720
asbury(@unitil.com

SCOTT T BALISE
DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY
21 SOUTH FRUIT ST STE 10
CONCORD NH 03301
scott.t.balise@energy.nh.gov

CLIFTON BELOW

COMMUNITY POWER COALITION OF
NEW HAMPSHIRE
clifton.below@cpcnh.org

SOPHIA BROWNING
sbrowning@daypitney.com

RAYMOND A BURKE

NEW HAMPSHIRE LEGAL ASSISTANCE
117 NORTH STATE ST

CONCORD NH 03301

rburke@nhla.org

JOHN JAMES BUTLER
EVERSOURCE ENERGY
john.butler@eversource.com

CINDY CARROLL

UNITIL ENERGY SYSTEMS INC
325 WEST RD

PORTSMOUTH NH 03801
carroll@unitil.com

BRANDY CHAMBERS
EVERSOURCE ENERGY
brandy.chambers@eversource.com

JESSICA CHIAVARA
EVERSOURCE ENERGY
jessica.chiavara@eversource.com

RYAN CLOUTHIER
SOUTHERN NEW HAMPSHIRE
SERVICES INC

PO BOX 5040

MANCHESTER NH 03108
rclouthier@snhs.org

GARY M CRONIN
DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY
21 SOUTH FRUIT ST STE 10
CONCORD NH 03301
gary.m.cronin@energy.nh.gov

MICHAEL CROUSE
OFFICE OF CONSUMER ADVOCATE
michael.j.crouse@oca.nh.gov

MARK W DEAN
ATTORNEY-AT-LAW
13 SAMUEL DR
CONCORD NH 03301
mdean@mdeanlaw.net

demeris@unitil.com

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY
DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY
21 SOUTH FRUIT ST STE 10
CONCORD NH 03301
energy-litigation@energy.nh.gov

PAUL B DEXTER
DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY
21 SOUTH FRUIT ST STE 10
CONCORD NH 03301
paul.b.dexter@energy.nh.gov

AARON DOLL
LIBERTY UTILITIES
aaron.doll@libertyutilities.com

MARY DOWNES

UNITIL SERVICE CORPORATION
325 WEST RD

PORTSMOUTH NH 03801
downesm@unitil.com

JAY E DUDLEY
DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY
21 SOUTH FRUIT ST STE 10
CONCORD NH 03301
jay.e.dudley@energy.nh.gov

TRACY DYKE-REDMOND
EVERSOURCE ENERGY
tracy.dyke-redmond@eversource.com

JOSHUA W ELLIOTT
DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY
21 SOUTH FRUIT ST STE10
CONCORD NH 03301
joshua.w.elliott@energy.nh.gov

Page#: 4




STEVE ELLIOTT
EVERSOURCE ENERGY
780 NO COMMERCIAL ST
PO BOX 330
MANCHESTER NH 03105
steven.elliott@eversource.com

ROMILEE EMERICK
EVERSOURCE ENERGY

maromilee.emerick@eversource.com

ELIJAH D EMERSON

PRIMMER PIPER EGGLESTON &

CRAMER PC

106 MAIN ST

PO BOX 349

LITTLETON NH 03561-0349

ERIN ENGSTROM
EVERSOURCE ENERGY
erin.engstrom@eversource.com

SAM EVANS-BROWN
CLEAN ENERGY

14 DIXON AVE

SUITE 202

CONCORD NH 03301
sam@cleanenergynh.org

THOMAS C FRANTZ
DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY
21 SOUTH FRUIT ST STE 10
CONCORD NH 03301
thomas.c.frantz@energy.nh.gov

SANDRA GAGNON

124 BOUTWELL ST
MANCHESTER NH 03102
sandra.gagnon@eversource.com

SUSAN GEIGER

ORR & RENO PA

45 S MAIN ST

PO BOX 3550

CONCORD NH 03302-3550
sgeiger(@orr-reno.com

JESSICA GENEST

UNITIL ENERGY SYSTEMS INC

genestj@unitil.com

DEBORAH GILBERTSON
LIBERTY UTILITIES
deborah.gilbertson@libertyutilities.com

DANIELLE GOLDBERG
dgoldberg@synapse-energy.com

SAMUEL V GOLDING

COMMUNITY CHOICE PARTNERS
12 SOUTH SPRING ST

2ND FLOOR

CONCORD NH 03301
golding@communitychoicepartners.com

CHRISTOPHER GOULDING
UNITIL ENERGY SYSTEMS INC
6 LIBERTY LANE WEST
HAMPTON NH 03842
gouldingc@unitil.com

DICK HENRY
dhenry@hotzero.biz

HENRY HERNDON
henry@cpcnh.org

DAVID HILL
dhill@energyfuturesgroup.com

CAROL J HOLAHAN
FOLEY HOAG LLP

155 SEAPORT BOULEVARD
BOSTON MA 02210
cholahan@foleyhoag.com

ALEXANDER JUDD
ajudd@daypitney.com

MAUREEN KARPF

LIBERTY UTILITIES

15 BUTTRICK RD
LONDONDERRY NH 03053
maureen.karpf@libertyutilities.com

JAMES KING

LIBERTY UTILITIES (GRANITE STATE
ELECTRIC) CORP D/B/A LIBERTY
james.king@libertyutilities.com

NICHOLAS KRAKOFF
CONSERVATION LAW FOUNDATION
nkrakoft@clf.org

DONALD M KREIS

OFFICE OF CONSUMER ADVOCATE
21 SOUTH FRUIT ST STE 18
CONCORD NH 03301
donald.m.kreis@oca.nh.gov

HEIDI KROLL

GALLAGHER CALLAHAN & GARTRELL
PA

PO BOX 1415

CONCORD NH 03302-1415
kroll@gcglaw.com

LUANN LAMONTAGNE
EVERSOURCE ENERGY

780 N COMMERCIAL ST

PO BOX 330

MANCHESTER NH 03105-0330
luann.lamontagne@eversource.com

PHILLIP W LAMOREAUX
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL
SERVICES
philip.w.lamoreaux@des.nh.gov

COURTNEY LANE
clane@synapse-energy.com

MARC LEMANGER
EVERSOURCE ENERGY
marc.lemenager@eversource.com
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PARKER LITTLEHALE

PUBLIC SERVICE COMPANY OF NEW
HAMPSHIRE D/B/A EVERSOURCE
parker.littlehale@eversource.com

ERIC MAHER

DONAHUE TUCKER & CIANDELLA
PLLC

16 WINDSOR LANE

EXETER NH 03833
emaher@dtclawyers.com

CLIFF MCDONALD
mcdonald@optenergy.com

NELSON MEDEIROS
EVERSOURCE ENERGY
nelson.medeiros@eversource.com

FRANK MELANSON
EVERSOURCE ENERGY

PO BOX 330

MANCHESTER NH 03105
frank.melanson@eversource.com

ERICA MENARD

LIBERTY UTILITIES (GRANITE STATE
ELECTRIC) CORP D/B/A LIBERTY
erica.menard@libertyutilities.com

AMANDA MERRILL
mandymerrill60@gmail.com

MADELEINE MINEAU
mmineau@essexhydro.com

JOEY LEE MIRANDA
ROBINSON & COLE LLP
280 TURNBULL ST
HARTFORD CT 06103-3597
jmiranda@rc.com

NHREGULATORY
EVERSOURCE ENERGY
nhregulatory@eversource.com

LIZ R NIXON

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY
21 SOUTH FRUIT ST STE 10
CONCORD NH 03301
elizabeth.r.nixon@energy.nh.gov

OCA LITIGATION

OCA LITIGATION

21 SOUTH FRUIT ST STE 18
CONCORD NH 03301
ocalitigation@oca.nh.gov

REBECCA OHLER

NEW HAMPSHIRE DEPARTMENT OF
ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES

29 HAZEN DR

CONCORD NH 03301
rebecca.ohler@des.nh.gov

STUART ORMSBEE

COLONIAL POWER GROUP INC

5 MOUNT ROYAL AVE

STE 5-350

WESTBOROUGH MA 01581-2863

sormsbee@colonialpowergroup.com

THOMAS PALMA

UNITIL ENERGY SYSTEMS INC
6 LIBERTY LANE WEST
HAMPTON NH 03842
palma@unitil.com

DOUGLAS L PATCH

ORR & RENO PA

45 S MAIN ST

PO BOX 3550

CONCORD NH 03302-3550
dpatch@orr-reno.com

DEANDRA M PERRUCCIO
DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

21 SOUTH FRUIT ST STE 10
CONCORD NH 03301
deandra.m.perruccio@energy.nh.gov

KATE PETERS

EVERSOURCE ENERGY

780 NORTH COMMERCIAL ST
MANCHESTER NH 03101
katherine.peters@eversource.com

RALPH PRAHL
ralph.prahl@gmail.com

MELISSA PRICE
EVERSOURCE ENERGY
melissa.price@eversource.com

BRYANT ROBINSON
EVERSOURCE ENERGY
bryant.robinson@eversource.com

NEAL ROPER
neal.roper@constellation.com

MELISSA SAMENFELD

LIBERTY UTILITIES

116 NORTH MAIN ST

CONCORD NH 03301
melissa.samenfeld@libertyutilities.com

MARY E SCHWARZER
DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

21 SOUTH FRUIT ST STE 10
CONCORD NH 03301
mary.e.schwarzer@energy.nh.gov

MICHAEL SHEEHAN

LIBERTY UTILITIES

15 BUTTRICK RD
LONDONDERRY NH 03053
michael.sheehan@libertyutilities.com

SARAH SHENSTONE-HARRIS
SYNAPSE ENERGY
sshenstone-harris@synapse-energy.com

KAREN SINVILLE
LIBERTY UTILITIES
karen.sinville@libertyutilities.com
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CHRISTOPHER SKOGLUND
CLEAN ENERGY NH
chris@cleanenergynh.org

LISA SKUMATZ
SERAINC
skumatz@serainc.com

PATRICK H TAYLOR

UNITIL ENERGY SYSTEMS INC
6 LIBERTY LANE WEST
HAMPTON NH 03842
taylorp@unitil.com

JOSHUA TILBURY
LIBERTY UTILITIES
joshua.tilbury@libertyutilities.com

MARK P TOSCANO
DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY
21 SOUTH FRUIT ST STE 10
CONCORD NH 03301
mark.p.toscano@energy.nh.gov

STEPHEN TOWER
NEW HAMPSHIRE LEGAL ASSISTANCE
stower@nhla.org

JACQUELINE M TROTTIER
DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

21 SOUTH FRUIT ST STE 10
CONCORD NH 03301
jacqueline.m.trottier@energy.nh.gov

JOHANNE S VAN ROSSUM
CONSERVATION LAW FOUNDATION
jvanrossum@clf.org

MICHAEL VOSE
michael.vose@leg.state.nh.us

JOHN WARSHAW
LIBERTY UTILITIES
john.warshaw@libertyutilities.com

TANYA P WAYLAND
DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY
21 SOUTH FRUIT ST STE 10
CONCORD NH 03301
tanya.p.wayland@energy.nh.gov

DAVID WIESNER
EVERSOURCE ENERGY
david.wiesner@eversource.com

KIERSTEN WILLIAMS
EVERSOURCE ENERGY
kiersten.williams@eversource.com

ROBERT WIRTSHAFTER
wirtino@comecast.net

CAROL WOODS

NEW HAMPSHIRE ELECTRIC
COOPERATIVE INC

579 TENNEY MTN HWY
PLYMOUTH NH 03264
woodsca@nhec.com

TIM WOOLF
twoolf@synapse-energy.com

MATTHEW C YOUNG
DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY
21 SOUTH FRUIT ST STE 10
CONCORD NH 03301
matthew.c.young@energy.nh.gov
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