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October 1, 2018

Ms. Debra A. Howland
Executive Director
New Hampshire Public Utilities Commission
21 South Fruit Street, Suite 10
Concord, New Hampshire 03301

Re: Docket No. DG 17048
Energy North Natural Gas Corp. d/b/a Liberty Utilities
Permanent and Temporary Rate Proceeding
Secretarial Letter of September 24, 2018

Dear Ms. Howland

The Office of the Consumer Advocate (OCA) is submitting this letter in response to
yours of September 24, 2018 in the above-referenced docket. The September 24
secretarial letter instructed Energy North Natural Gas Corp. d/b/a Liberty Utilities

tLiberty) to address three specific issues related to the revenue decoupling
mechanism approved in this docket via Order No. 26,122 (April 27, 2018). Our
comments here are related to the last of those issues.

The secretarial letter noted that page 46 of Order No. 26, 122 directed Liberty to file
“illustrative tariffs demonstrating the rates, terms, and conditions required to
implement decoupling in conformance with existing law.” According to the
secretarial letter, the Commission has determined that Liberty’s June 11, 2018
tariff filing “does not address this requirement.” Accordingly, the Commission
instructed Liberty via the secretarial letter to submit a legal memorandum
“explaining how the realtime weather normalization portion of the tariff as filed is
‘in conformance with existing law.” The Commission then referenced two aspects of
“existing law” in particular: RSA 378:3 and the decision of the New Hampshire
Supreme Court in Appeal ofFennichuck Water Works, 120 N.H. 562 (1980).

As an initial matter, the OCA objects to the directive in the secretarial letter on
procedural grounds. The Commission approved realtime weather normalization,
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