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Januaryl6,2018
Scoff F. Eaton, Director
Administrative Rules Division
Office of Legislative Services
State House Annex, Room 219
25 Capitol Street
Concord, NH 0330 1

Re: Rulemaking Notice No. 2017-131 — Amended Conditional Approval Request
Puc 2500 — Electric Renewable Portfolio Standard Rules
N.H. Public Utilities Commission Docket No. ORM 16-829

Dear Attorney Eaton:

Enclosed please find an Amended Conditional Approval Request, annotated to indicate the
Public Utilities Commission’s proposed revisions to the final Proposal filed with the Joint Committee
on Administrative Rules (JLCAR) on December 6, 2017. The proposed revisions address editorial
and substantive comments made by JLCAR counsel, and certain further language revisions intended
to increase the clarity ofthe rules text.

In addition, the proposed rules revisions confn-m that eligible biodiesel producers may obtain
renewable energy certificates (RECs) for biodiesel produced on and after January 1 , 201 8, consistent
with the intent ofthe statutory directive in RSA 362-f: 13, VT-b that the rules be amended to
“[eJstablish procedures for the metering, verification, and reporting ofuseful thermal energy output for
producers ofbiodiesel no later than December 31, 2017.”

With respect to the issue raised by Liberty Utilities at the December 2 1 JLCAR meeting
regarding the inclusion ofmethane gas as an eligible source ofClass I thennal RECs, we propose and
we understand Liberty agrees to recommend that the JLCAR:

1 . Conditionally approve the Final Proposal with the amendments indicated in the Amended
Conditional Approval Request;

2. Include in the approval motion a petition under RSA 541-A:4 for the Commission to initiate a
further rulemaking proceeding to address the relevant thermal REC eligibility issues, with a
specified target completion date (the Commission proposes that such date be the earlier of
either (i) August 3 1 , 201 8, or (ii) 90 days following enactment ofclarifying legislation); and
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3. Include in the approval motion a recommendation for further legislation intended to clarify the 
eligibility of methane gas as a potential source of Class I thermal RECs. 

The Commission therefore respectfully requests that the JLCAR conditionally approve the 
Final Proposal, with the amendments indicated in the Amended Conditional Approval Request, at its 
next regular meeting on January 19, 2018. 

Thank you in advance for your assistance with this matter. 

Enclosure 
cc: Service List 

Sincerely, 

Martin P. Honigberg 
Chairman 
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