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Chair Goldner:

Pursuant to Order No. 26,577 (February 4, 2022), Order nisi Approving with Conditions
the Amended Joint Proposal for Use of Clean Energy Fund, interested persons were directed to
submit comments or a written request for a hearing stating the reason and basis for a hearing by
February 15, 2022, while any party interested in responding to such comments or request for
hearing were directed to do so by February 24, 2022. As a party to this matter, Public Service
Company of New Hampshire d/b/a Eversource Energy (“Eversource” or “the Company”) provides
this response to the request by the Office of the Consumer Advocate (“OCA”) for a hearing in this
matter, and the response of the Department of Energy (“DOE”) supporting the OCA’s request and
making certain recommendations regarding administration of the Clean Energy Fund.

The Company supports the positions of both the OCA and DOE, and agrees that a hearing
is warranted regarding how to best design and administer the funds dedicated to the Clean Energy
Fund and its programs. Eversource also would like to reiterate the DOE’s statement that “it is
important to note that the Clean Energy Fund effectively represents Eversource shareholders’
money and not money it collected from ratepayers. Therefore this is not a situation where the
Commission must balance the interests of the utility customers and shareholders, as the
shareholders themselves have provided the funding for the broad purposes described in the
approved 2015 Settlement Agreement.” (DOE recommendation at 3 (February 18, 2022)).

This fundamental difference of using shareholder dollars as opposed to dealing with a
customer-funded program raises numerous issues of program administration—from which agency
is best to administer the program to the logistics and requirements involved with the Company’s
administration of program funds. Eversource believes that a hearing will provide the parties with
a forum to discuss these important elements so that the Clean Energy Fund can be most
appropriately, inclusively and efficiently administered to maximize the efficacy and reach of the
Fund and its programs.



Following the March 17" letter of the Commission this petition is being filed electronically
only; paper copies will not follow. If you have any questions, please contact me. Thank you for

your assistance with this matter.
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