
 

 

 

December 4, 2020 

 

 

Re:  Docket Nos. DE 10-024, DE 10-212, DE 13-298, DE 15-302, and DE 17-172 

Fiscal Year 2021 Renewable Energy Fund Program Budgets 

 

To the Parties: 

 

On November 25, 2020, Commission Staff (Staff) filed a memorandum recommending specific 

program allocations for the Renewable Energy Fund (REF) for fiscal year 2021 (FY21).  As Staff 

noted, the REF is no longer continually appropriated to the Commission, so that all program funding 

allocations must be expended or encumbered during FY21, or no later than June 30, 2021.  The 

specific program allocations are as follows: 

 

Fiscal Year 2021 Funding Allocations by Program 

 

  

 Applications 
received prior to 
7/01/2020, and 
contracts signed 

but not 
encumbered in 

FY20 

New 
Applications 
Received in 

FY21 
(as of 

11/24/2020) 

Total Applications 
received prior to 
7/01/2020, and 

contracts signed but 
not encumbered in 

FY20plus 
applications received 

in FY21 

Program 
Allocations 

for FY21 

Residential         

Solar PV Rebates $360,873  $394,000  $754,873  $847,803  

Solar Hot Water Rebates $0  $0  $0  $0  

Bulk-Fed Pellet Central Heating Rebates $89,914  $117,248  $207,162  $280,000  

LMI Grant (min 15%) $253,827  $0  $253,827  $653,827  

sub-total $704,614  $511,248  $1,215,862  $1,781,630  

     

Commercial & Industrial         

Solar Rebates $859,724  $44,158  $903,882  $960,347  

Bulk-Fed Pellet Central Heating Rebates $343,712  $18,316  $362,028  $400,000  

Competitive Grants $0 $0 $0  $1,100,000  

sub-total $1,203,436  $62,474  $1,265,910  $2,460,347  

Total Residential and C&I $1,908,050 $573,722 $2,481,772 $4,241,977 
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Please be advised that the Commission has approved the REF program allocations for FY21 set 

out in the table, as proposed by Staff in the November 25, 2020 recommendation. 

 

The Commission further directs Staff to take the following actions: 
  

 Fund all program applications received prior to July 1, 2020, provided that the 

applications meet current program terms and conditions; 

 After funding the aforementioned applications, provide funding to program applications 

received in FY21 (i.e., applications received on or after July 1, 2020) on a first-come, 

first-served basis, provided that the applications meet current program terms and 

conditions;  

 Continue suspension of the Residential Solar Thermal Rebate program;  

 Continue to accept new applications for all rebate programs, except the Residential Solar 

Thermal Rebate program, until individual program funding allocations are fully utilized;  

 Continue with contracting for grant(s) to be awarded under Request for Proposals (RFP) 

2019-007, Renewable Energy Fund Low and Moderate Income Community Solar Grants; 

 Cancel RFP 2020-002, Renewable Energy Fund Low and Moderate Income Community 

Solar Grants; 

 Issue two new RFPs: one for Renewable Energy Generation Projects in the Non-

Residential Sector (C&I Competitive Grant program) and one for the Low and Moderate 

Income Community Solar Grant (LMI Grant program); and 

 Conduct stakeholder session(s) to consider potential program revisions that may be 

necessary as a result of statutory amendments to ensure that funds are effectively utilized 

to incentivize renewable energy project development while facilitating the expenditure of 

funds within a fiscal year, to be followed by notice and public comment hearing with 

respect to any proposed program revisions to go into effect in fiscal year 2022.   
 

Staff shall schedule stakeholder sessions, starting in early 2021, to consider potential program 

revisions that will ensure that funds are used effectively to incentivize renewable energy project 

development and to facilitate the expenditure of funds within a fiscal year.    

 

 Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 Debra A. Howland     

 Executive Director 
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richard.chagnon@puc.nh.gov 

pradip.chattopadhyay@oca.nh.gov 

rclouthier@snhs.org 

karen.cramton@puc.nh.gov 

debski@unitil.com 

Stephen.Eckberg@puc.nh.gov 

eemerson@primmer.com 
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matthew.fossum@eversource.com 

tom.frantz@puc.nh.gov 

bfrost@nhhfa.org 

susan.gagne@puc.nh.gov 

agauntt@granitestatesolar.com 

tgauntt@granitestatesolar.com 

ggirdwood@homesahead.org 

sstevenhubbard@lrcommunitydevelopers.org 

jjaffray@jjrpower.com 

ljohnson@nwsnh.org 

jmjoseph1975@aol.com 

Eric@granitestatesolar.com 

donald.kreis@oca.nh.gov 

alexis.labrie@osi.nh.gov 

david.lepie@libertyutilities.com 

Paul@greenmtn.solar.com 

alinder@nhla.org 

jmeehan@keenehousing.org 

Jason.Morse@puc.nh.gov 

amanda.noonan@puc.nh.gov 

dnute@resilientbuildingsgroup.com 

ocalitigation@oca.nh.gov 

joliver@vermontlaw.edu 
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jack@revisionenergy.com 
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