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May 18, 2011

Kate Epsen and Maureen Reno

Sustainable Energy Division

New Hampshire Public Utilities Commission
21 S. Fruit Street

Concord NH 03301

Dear Ms Epsen and Ms. Reno,

As part of the NH Public Utilities Commission’s review of the 2007 NH Renewable
Portfolio Standard, the Biomass energy Resource Center would like to encourage that
renewable thermal energy (biomass, solar, geothermal) receive comparable incentives as
renewable electricity.

Thermal energy represents more than one-third of all energy consumed in NH (electricity
and transportation comprise the other two thirds. Consequently, we cannot meet climate or
renewable energy goals in NH, such as have been set forth in the NH Climate Action Plan
or in Governor Lynch’s endorsement of the 25x°25 initiative, by focusing on electricity
alone. As one of the most petroleum dependent states in the nation for heating, reduced
demand for fossil fuel to heat homes, businesses and provide industrial process heat
represents one of the most cost effective ways to meet New Hampshire’s clean energy
goals.

The legislature required the PUC to consider whether and how to include thermal in the NH
RPS when it passed the RPS law in 2007. Thermal renewable energy (e.g. biomass, solar,
geo) can be included in an RPS through a straight BTU-MWH conversion and including
thermal in the NH RPS will create a strong incentive for biomass combined heat and power,
where no state incentive currently exists.

I urge the PUC to give serious consideration to including thermal renewable energy in the
NH RPS in its recommendations to the Governor and Legislature when it issues its final
report in November of this year.

Thank you for considering these comments as you prepare your recommendations.
Sincerely,

Andrea L. Colnes
Policy Director
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