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MERRI MACK COUNTY TELEPHONE

Petition for License to Cross Railroad Tracks of the State of
New Hanpshire in the Town of Benni ngton, New Hanpshire

Order Nisi Granting License for Tel ephone Cable Over and
Across Railroad Tracks

ORDER NO 23,487

May 22, 2000

The Petitioner, Merrimck County Tel ephone (MCT),
filed on April 25, 2000, a petition under RSA 371:24 for a
license to construct and nmaintain an aerial cable [ine over
and across the railroad tracks of the State of New Hanpshire,
Department of Transportation, Bureau of Rail and Transit, in
t he Town of Benni ngton, New Hanpshire. The proposed aeri al
cable is for the purpose of providing tel ecomunications
services to custonmers along U S. Route 202.

I n support of its petition, MCT submtted | ocus,
pl an and profile drawi ngs of the crossing. The proposed
crossing will be one hundred forty feet of 300 pairs, 24 AWG
aerial cable lashed to 10M strand from MCT pole # 54/ 4-4A on
the west side of the railroad tracks to Public Service Conpany
of New Hanpshire (PSNH) pole # 122/5 on the east side of the
railroad tracks.

MCT proposes to construct the crossing over the

railroad tracks in a manner which will not inpact any existing
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or anticipated uses of the railroad tracks. Staff agrees that
the use of the railroad tracks by the railroad will not be
di m nished as a result of the overhead |ine crossing.

MCT has made application to PSNH to establish joint
ownership of PSNH pole # 122/5 and will not construct the
crossing until perm ssion has been obtai ned.

MCT has attested and Staff agrees, that the
construction of the aerial cable will neet or exceed the
requi renents of the National Electrical Safety Code (NESC).

In order to establish reliable service to the
public, MCT nmust construct cable lines over and across
rail road property as described in RSA 371:24. The Comm ssion
prescribes this crossing to be across railroad property.

The Comm ssion finds such crossing necessary for MCT
to neet its obligation to provide reliable tel ecommunication
service within its authorized franchise area. Accordingly, we
find that the crossing is in the public good. Therefore, we
wi ||l approve the petition on a Ni si basis in order to provide
any interested party the opportunity to submt coments on
said petition or to request a hearing.

Based upon the foregoing, it is hereby

ORDERED NI SI, that MCT is authorized, pursuant to

RSA 371:24 et seq., to construct maintain, and operate the
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t el ecommuni cations cabl e over and across the railroad tracks
of the State of New Hanpshire, Department of Transportation,
Bureau of Rail and Transit, in Bennington, New Hanpshire,
depi cted on drawi ngs submtted April 25, 2000 and on file with
this Comm ssion; and it is

FURTHER ORDERED, that all construction and future
reconstruction to this approved crossing shall conformto the
requi renments of the NESC and all other applicable safety
standards in existence at that time; and it is

FURTHER ORDERED, that the Petitioner shall cause a
copy of this Order Nisi to be published once in a statew de
newspaper of general circulation or of circulation in those
portions of the state where operations are conducted, such
publication to be no |ater than May 30, 2000 and to be
docunmented by affidavit filed with this office on or before
June 6, 2000; and it is

FURTHER ORDERED, that all persons interested in
responding to this petition be notified that they may submt
their comments or file a witten request for a hearing on this
matter before the Comm ssion no |ater than June 9, 2000; and
it is

FURTHER ORDERED, that any party interested in

respondi ng to such comments or request for hearing shall do so
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no | ater than June 14, 2000; and it is
FURTHER ORDERED, that this Order Nisi shall be

effective June 22, 2000, unless the Conmm ssion provides

ot herwi se in a supplenmental order issued prior to the

effective date.

By order of the Public Utilities Comm ssion of New

Hanpshire this twenty-second day of May, 2000.

Douglas L. Patch Susan S. Ceiger Nancy Brockway
Chai r man Comm ssi oner Comm ssi oner

Attested by:

Claire D. DiCicco
Assi stant Secretary



