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       December 28, 2022   

 

Daniel C. Goldner, Chairman 

Public Utilities Commission 

21 S. Fruit Street 

Concord, NH 03301-2429 

 

 Re:  DG 21-130, DG 21-132, DG 20-105 Issue: Separate LDAC and COG dockets, the  

  Parties’ joint request to enlarge time and transfer issue to Docket No. IR 22-053 

 

Dear Chairman Goldner: 

 

 On August 4, 2022, in Order No. 26,715, the Commission directed the parties including the 

Department of Energy (DOE), Liberty Utilities (EnergyNorth Natural Gas) Corp. d/b/a Liberty Utilities 

(“Liberty” or “the Company”), and the Office of the Consumer Advocate (OCA) to propose both a unitary 

track (i.e., as currently practiced) and new separate tracks for the LDAC and for the cost of gas supply per 

therm respectively.  See Order No. 26,715 at 5 (October 31,2022) (Docket No. DG 22-045) citing 

Order No. 26,663 at 3-4, 5-6 (August 4, 2022) (filed in Dockets No. DG 20-105, 21-130 and 21-132).  
During the hearings, the Commission expressed an interest in related changes to tariff language and 

deadlines, and seemed to envision a framework wherein review of Liberty’s LDAC would not be 

compressed into a traditional cost of gas docket, and in which the Commission would have three- or four-

weeks post-hearing to issue a separate LDAC order.  See Transcript of July 12, 2022 Prehearing 

Conference at 17-33, 27-29 (Liberty and OCA support identifying necessary tariff changes). 
 

Respectfully, due to staff resource issues and the press of other dockets, Liberty, OCA, and DOE 

(“the Parties”) are unable to meet the December 31, 2022 filing deadline.   In addition, the Commission has 

opened Docket No. IR 22-053 an investigative docket, focused, among other things, on cost of gas 

procedures.   The IR docket did not exist when the Commission issued the directive at issue here.  

Moreover, the IR docket seems better suited to consider the scheduling matters at issue because New 

Hampshire’s other gas utility, Northern Utilities, Inc., which presumably would be subject to a similar 

schedule adjustment, could also provide insight and perspective.  This would better support a similar 

LDAC/COG framework for both gas utilities.   

 

For the above reasons, DOE, OCA, and Liberty propose that the scheduling matter at issue here be 

transferred to Docket No. IR 22-053, and that a new deadline be scheduled, with the participation of New 

Hampshire’s other gas utility, Northern Utilities, Inc. in the near future. 

 

The relief requested is consistent with Puc 202.04 requirements.  The Parties jointly request the 

relief requested herein.  No party’s rights will be adversely affected by this extension and transfer request.  
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In addition, this request will not unduly delay the proceeding, as additional time is essential to allow the 

Parties to file the requested analysis and proposal.  Furthermore, the Parties will be caused undue hardship 

if the extension is not granted for the following reasons: (i) the requested analysis of a separate Liberty 

LDAC tracks cannot be provided at this time, (ii) Northern Utilities Inc.’s input is not possible in the 

current docket; (iii) without an enlargement of time, the Commission will not receive the requested input.  

For these three reasons, the Parties’ requested delay and transfer to Docket No. IR 22-053 are reasonable 

and appropriate.   

 

 At the request of the Parties, through counsel, DOE is filing this request for relief.  Consistent with 

the Commission’s current policy, this letter is being filed solely in electronic form.  Thank you for your 

attention to this matter, and for considering this request. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

/s/ Mary E. Schwarzer 
 

Mary.E. Schwarzer 

Staff Attorney/Hearings Examiner 

 

 

Cc: Service Lists DG 20-105, DG 21-130, DG 21-132 
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LIBERTY UTILITIES

william.clark@libertyutilities.com

 DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY
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CONCORD NH 03301

energy-litigation@energy.nh.gov

PAUL B DEXTER

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY
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CONCORD NH 03301

paul.b.dexter@energy.nh.gov

KERRI-LYN GILPATRIC

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

21 SOUTH FRUIT ST STE 10

CONCORD NH 03301

kerri-lyn.gilpatric@energy.nh.gov

ROBERT HILTON

LIBERTY UTILITIES

robert.hilton@libertyutilities.com

CRAIG HOLDEN

LIBERTY UTILITIES (GRANITE STATE 
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craig.holden@libertyutilities.com

MAUREEN KARPF

LIBERTY UTILITIES
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CHERYL KIMBALL

KEEGAN WERLIN LLP
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JAMES KING

LIBERTY UTILITIES (GRANITE STATE 
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james.king@libertyutilities.com

TRACY KLAES

BLUE RIDGE CONSULTING SERVICES 
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tklaes@blueridgecs.com

DONALD M KREIS

OFFICE OF CONSUMER ADVOCATE
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JEROME MIERZWA

EXETER ASSOCIATES INC

5565 STERRETT PLACE STE 310

COLUMBIA MD 21044

jmierzwa@exeterassociates.com

ROBERT MOSTONE

LIBERTY UTILITIES (ENERGYNORTH 

NATURAL GAS) CORP D/B/A LIBERTY 

robert.mostone@libertyutilities.com

STEVE MULLEN

LIBERTY UTILITIES

15 BUTTRICK RD

LONDONDERRY NH 03053

steven.mullen@libertyutilities.com

DONNA MULLINAX

BLUE RIDGE CONSULTING SERVICES 

INC

114 KNIGHTSRIDGE RD

TRAVELERS REST SC 29690

dmullinax@blueridgecs.com

 OCA LITIGATION

OCA LITIGATION

21 SOUTH FRUIT ST STE 18

CONCORD NH 03301
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JESSICA RALSTON
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LIBERTY UTILITIES
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michael.sheehan@libertyutilities.com

KAREN SINVILLE

LIBERTY UTILITIES

karen.sinville@libertyutilities.com

DANIEL VENORA

KEEGAN WERLIN LLP

dvenora@keeganwerlin.com

RANDALL WOOLRIDGE

302 BUSINESS BUILDING

PENN STATE

UNIVERSITY PARK PA 16801

jrw@psu.edu
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FAISAL DEEN ARIF

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

21 SOUTH FRUIT ST STE 10
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faisal.deenarif@energy.nh.gov

MARY CASEY

LIBERTY UTILITIES

mary.casey@libertyutilities.com

 DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

21 SOUTH FRUIT ST STE 10

CONCORD NH 03301

energy-litigation@energy.nh.gov

PAUL B DEXTER
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21 SOUTH FRUIT ST STE 10

CONCORD NH 03301

paul.b.dexter@energy.nh.gov

THOMAS C FRANTZ
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DEBORAH GILBERTSON
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deborah.gilbertson@libertyutilities.com
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JAMES KING

LIBERTY UTILITIES (GRANITE STATE 
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james.king@libertyutilities.com
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LIBERTY UTILITIES
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MARY E SCHWARZER

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

21 SOUTH FRUIT ST STE 10
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mary.e.schwarzer@energy.nh.gov

MICHAEL SHEEHAN

LIBERTY UTILITIES
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