
































System Benefits Charge (“SBC”) rates. The System Benefits Charge appears
pursuant to RSA 374-F:3, VI as a nonbypassable charge on electric bills; part of the
SBC funds energy efficiency programs. Order No. 26,440 was silent on the
corresponding component of the LDAC as it appears on the bills of natural gas
customers. As Liberty made clear at hearing, the small increase to the energy
efficiency component of the LDAC was in service of complying with the directive to
maintain the energy efficiency programs in 2021 subject to their 2020 budgets.3
V. Conclusion
For the reasons stated supra, the Commission should (1) defer consideration
of any effects of the recent “clarification” of the applicable revenue decoupling
mechanism in the Company’s tariff, including all effects as to service provided
through July 31, 2021, (2) reject the Fixed Price Option proposed by the Company in
both dockets, and (3) otherwise grant the approvals requested in these dockets by
Liberty.
WHEREFORE, the OCA respectfully request that this honorable Commission:
A. Grant the motion of the Department of Energy to defer consideration of

the effects of the recent changes to the revenue decoupling mechanism

3 The OCA’s agreement that Liberty is entitled to the small requested increase in energy efficiency
charges, so as to maintain the budget of its energy efficiency programs at 2020 levels, should not be
construed as the OCA acquiescing to the Commission’s ongoing refusal to rule on the merits of the
triennial energy efficiency plan pending in DE 20-092, which called for increases to the utilities’
energy efficiency budgets for 2021, 2022, and 2023. See Scott Hempling, Preside or Lead? The
Attributes and Actions of Effective Regulators (Second Edition, 2013) at 252 (describing the
“regulatory obligation” as “the obligation to make the best decisions regardless of ox-goring”)
(emphasis added) and RSA ch. 363-A, which makes the cost of the PUC (and the Office of the
Consumer Advocate) chargeable to utilities which, of course, pass 100 percent of those costs on to
ratepayers.
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and reserve the right to make appropriate reconciling adjustments to
the Local Distribution Adjustment Clause in the tariffs of Energy
North Natural Gas Corporation;

B. Reject the Fixed Price Option proposed by Energy North Natural Gas
Corporation for both its Keene and non-Keene service territories,
subject to the Company having an opportunity to submit new Fixed
Price Option proposals, and

C. Otherwise approve the petitions pending in these dockets.

Sincerely,

m

Donald M. Kreis

Consumer Advocate

Office of the Consumer Advocate
21 South Fruit Street, Suite 18
Concord, NH 03301

(603) 271-1174
donald.m.kreis@oca.nh.gov

October 27, 2021
Certificate of Service

I hereby certify that a copy of this pleading was provided via electronic mail
to the individuals included on the Commission’s service list for this docket.

m

Donald M. Kreis
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