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5. The Commission’s analysis of a temporary rate request need not be as exhaustive as a
permanent rate request. See, New England Telephone and Telegraph Co. v. State, 95 N.H. 515
(1949); cited in Appeal of the Office of the Consumer Advocate, 134 N.H. 651, 660 (1991); cited
in Re Hanover Water Works’ Company, Inc., 91 NH PUC 590, 592 (2006). Even if some
questions may exist regarding figures in a temporary rate filing, such questions must be truly
significant in order to deny the request for temporary rates. Re Connecticut Valley Electric, 81
NH PUC 724, 726 (1996).

6. The proposed effective date for temporary rates, as described in the accompanying
testimony of Edward M. Davis, is July 1, 2019. This effective date will be consistent with
Commission precedent stating, “temporary rates may not take effect before the date on which the
utility files its request for a change in permanent rates; in any event, temporary rates may not be
made effective as to services rendered before the date on which the permanent rate request is
filed.” Unitil Energy Systems, Inc., 91 NH PUC 40, 41 (2006). It also comports with the New
Hampshire Supreme Court’s decision in Appeal of Pennichuck Water Works, 120 N. H. 562, 567
(1980), “[W]e hold that the earliest date on which the PUC can order temporary rates to take
effect is the date on which the utility files its underlying request for a change in its permanent
rates. In no event may temporary rates be made effective as to services rendered before the date

on which the permanent rate request is filed.”

WHEREFORE, PSNH respectfully requests that the Commission:
A. Issue an order of notice setting a date for a procedural hearing to establish a limited

discovery schedule on PSNH’s request for temporary rates;

B. Conduct a hearing on PSNH’s request for temporary rates;
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C. Issue an order approving the Company’s requested increase in temporary distribution

rates of approximately $33 million to become effective as temporary rates on July 1,

2019;

D. Provide for refund or recoupment should the Commission’s eventual decision on

permanent rates differ from the temporary rate level; and

E. Order such further relief as may be just and equitable.

Dated: A—or.\ 26,2019

Respectfully submitted,
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that, on the date written below, I caused the attached to be served pursuant to
N.H. Code Admin. Rule Puc 203.11.

Apel 26,2019 ”@'—

Date f/Matthew J‘ . Fossum
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