
March 28, 2019 

BY E-FILING AND OVERNIGHT DELIVERY 

Debra A Howland, Executive Director and Secretary 
New Hampshire Public Utilities Commission 
21 S. Fruit Street, Suite 10 
Concord, NH 03301-2429 

Re: DE 19-043 

Dear Director Howland: 

Enclosed, on behalf of Unitil Energy Systems, Inc. and pursuant to the Order 
Suspending Tariff and Scheduling a Hearing issued by the New Hampshire Public 
Utilities Commission on March 19, 2019, please find a Publisher's Certificate by Rosa 
Gonzales evidencing publication of the Order in the New Hampshire Union Leader on 
March 21, 2019. Also enclosed please find a copy of the tear sheet showing the 
publication on page 88 of the New Hampshire Union Leader. 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact our office. Thank you. 

Ryan Peterson 
Regulatory Specialist 

cc: Service List 

Encl. 

Ryan Peterson 
Regulatory Specialist 
petersonr@unitil.com 

T 603.773.6545 F 603.773.6745 
www.unitil.com 

6 Liberty Lane West 
Hampton, NH 03842 



UNION LEADER CORPORATION 

POBOX9513 
MANCHESTER, NH 03108 

PUBLISHER'S CERTIFICATE 

STATE OF New Hampshire} ss: 
COUNTY OF Hillsborough} 

Personally appeared before the undersigned, a 
notary public within and for said county and 
State, ROSA GONZALEZ 
publisher representative of the 
New Hampshire Union Leader, 
a newspaper published at Hillsborough County, 
State of New Hampshire who, being 
duly sworn, state on oath that the \ 

1 
advertisement of: l)E_ ) °\ _ O \_\ 3 N ~ 3 ~ 3 ?; 
UNITIL SERVICE CORP 
(Name oflnstitution) 

a true copy of which is hereto annexed, was 
published in said newspaper on the following dates: 

/21/2019,'' 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this day 03/21/2019 

My commission expires: ~01~ 
(Seal) 



Page 88· NEW HAMPSHIRE UNION LEADER• Thursday, March 21,2019 

Legal Notice 

STATE OF NEW BAMPSBlllE 
PUBLIC UTILITIES 

COMMISSION 
DE 18·048 

UNITIL ENERGY 
SYSTEMS, me. 

Step Ac\IUltmeat aad PropoHCI 
Cbaqet to Storm Reooftl1 

Mjutmeat Factor 
Order SupeacliDC TarUr 
ud'SolaedaliDf a eun., 

Q ll D & B IUl0 11..aH 
llarcb 18, 9018 

In this order, the Commission 
suspends a tartff proposed by 
Unltll to, among other things, 
Implement a step Increase effective 
May l, 2019. The suspension of 
the tariff allows for Investigation of 
the filing. This order also sched
ules a hearing on the merits for 
April 15, 2019. 

On February 28, 2019, Unltll 
Energy Systems, lnc. (Unltll), filed 
a proposed tariff for effect on a 
service rendered basis, oo lllld 
after May l, 2019. Unltll asserts 
that the proposed tariff changes 
Implement the provisions of a 
settlement agreement approved by 
the Commission In Docket No. DE 
16-384, which allows for a step 
adjustment effective May 1. 2019. 
See Order No. 26,007 at 18 (April 

20, 2017). The settlement agree
ment Imposed a cap on recovery of 
revenue requirements for net capi
tal investments associated with 
operations and maintenance, and 
authorized three annual step ad
justments, with an overall capital 
investment cap of $4.5 million. 
The first step adjustment was 
approved In Order No. 26,007 as 
part of the settlement. The second 
step adjustment was approved In 
Order No. 26, 123 (April 30, 2018). 

After the 2018 step adjust
ment, the remaining revenue eligi
ble for recovery was $341,808. 
Unitil now seeks recovery of 
$341,808 as the final step In
crease allowed under the settle
•iuent agreement. 
I The filing also reports a de
~ease to the Storm Recovery 
'CCljustment Factor (SRAF) assocl
l"ed with full cost recovery of 

penses relating to a December 
:r08 ·Ice storm and a February 
I, 10 wind storm. The costs of the 

cember 2008 Ice storm and 
rebruary 2010 wind storm were 
approved for recovery through the 
SRAF over a period of eight years 
from May 2011 through April 
2019. Unltll proposes to remove 
the costs associated With a March 
2018 winter storm from the major 
storm cost reserve and recover 
those costs from the SRAF effec
tive May l, 2019. Recovery of 
costs would occur over a three
year period. The adjustment to the 
SRAF would result In a decrease of 
0.049 cents per kilowatt hour 

Wh). 

Unltil reports an over
collection of $754,813 In the 
Company's Reliability Enhance
ment Program and Vegetation 
Management Program (REP/VMP). 
Unitll proposes to credit custom
ers $487,257 through the external 
delivery charge mechanism, and to 
dedicate the remaining $267,556 
to the storm resiliency budget In 
theVMP. 

Unitil calculates the rate im
pact of the ftllng to be a monthly 
bill decrease of $0.07, or 0.1 
percent, for a residential customer 
using 600 kWh per month. 

The filing raises, inter lllla.. Is
sues related to whether the re
quested step adjustment Is sup
ported by the filing, In conformity 
with the settlement agreement, 
and appropriately calculated; 
whether the resulting rates are 
just and reasonable as required by 
RSA 374:2 and RSA 378:5 and :7; 
whether the capital Investments 
made were In conformance with 
the commlsslon's order approving 
the settlement agreement and the 
costs were reasonable; and wheth
er It is In the public Interest to 
authorize Unitll to allocate a 
portion of the REP /VMP over 
collection to storm resiliency, rath
er than credit the entire over
collection to customers through 
the external delivery charge mech
anism. 

The petition and subsequent 
docket filings, other than any 
information for which confidential 
treatment Is requested of or gran
ted by the Commission, will be 
posted to the Commission's web
site at http· //www puc oh ~/ 
RJ:gulatocy/Oocketbk/2019/ 19-
~. 

We will suspend Unitll's pro
posed tariff to allow the filing to be 
Investigated pursuant to RSA 
378:6, I(b). Each party has the 
right to have an attorney represent 
the party at the party's own 
expense. 

Baled apo• tile roreco1q, it 
18hereby 

ORDERED, that the proposed 
tariff pages are hereby suspended 
pursuant to RSA 378:6, l(b), 
through June 19, 2019, pending 
Investigation and further order of 
the Commission; and It Is 

FURTHER ORDERED, that a 
Hearing, pursuant to N.H. Code 
Admln. Rules Puc 203.12, be held 
before the Commission located at 
21 S. Fruit St .. Suite 10, Concord, 
New Hampshire, on April 15, 
2019, at 10:00 a.m.; and it Is 

FURTHER ORDERED, that 
pursuant to N.H. Code Admln. 
Rules Puc 203.12, Unitll shall 
notify all persons desiring to be 
heard at this hearing by publish
ing a copy of this Order no later 
Ulan March 21, 2019, In a 
newspaper With general circula
tion In those portions of the state 
In which operations are conduc
ted, publication to be documented 
by affidavit filed with the Commis
sion on or before April 12, 2019; 
and It Is 

nJllTBER ORDERED, that 
consistent with N.H. Code Admin. 
Rules Puc 203.17 and Puc 203.02, 
any party seeking to Intervene In 
the proceeding shall submit to the 
Commission seven copies of a 
Petition to Intervene with copies 
sent to Unltll and the- Office of the 
Consumer Advocate on or before 
March 29, 2019, if such party 
wishes a decision on their petition 
prior to Hearing, or otherwise on 
or before April 12, 2019, such 
Petition stating the facts demon
W<ltlng how Its rights, duties, 
privileges, immunities, or other 
substantial Interest may be affec
ted by the proceeding, consistent 
With N.H. Code Admln. Rules Puc 
203.17; and It Is 

nJllTBER ORDEUD, that 
any party objecting to a Petition to 
Intervene make said Objection on 
or before April 3, 2019, for 
Petitions filed on or before March 
29, 2019, or otherwise by Apr1115 
2019. ' 

By order of the Public Utilities 
Commission of New Hampshire 
this nineteenth day of March 
2019. ' 

Martin P. Honigberg 
Chairman 

Kathryn M. Balley 
Commissioner 

Michael S. Giaimo 
Commissioner 

Attested by: 
Debra A. Howland 
Executive Director 

Individuals needing assistance 
or auxiliary communication aids 
due to sensory impairment or other 
disability should contact the Ameri
cans with Illsablllttea.Att C«Jrdllrn-4 
tor; NH1t!C, " s. ltuft St. 
10, Concord, New Hampstfre 
03301-2429; 603-271-2431; 1DD 
Access: Relay N.H. 
1-800-735-2964. Nottjlcatton of the 
need for assistance should be 
made one week prior to the 
scheduled event. 
(UL - Mar. 21) 


