






III. PETITION TO DISCONTINUE OPERATION AS A PUBLIC UTILITY 

RSA 374:28 provides for Tioga River, as an existing utility, to discontinue operations 

"whenever it shall appear that the public good does not require the further continuance of such 

service." The Asset Purchase Agreement provides for Tioga River to transfer all of its utility 

assets and franchise to Abenaki. Once transfer to Abenaki has been completed, there is no 

reason to ''require the further continuance of [Tioga River's] service" as a public utility. See e.g. 

Eastman Sewer, Order No. 25,634, Pages 19 to 21. As a result, Abenaki and Tioga River 

petition the Commission to authorize Tioga River to discontinue operation as a public utility 

following the transfer of its assets and franchise as provided by the Asset Purchase Agreement. 

IV. FINANCING 

Under the proposed Asset Purchase Agreement, Abenak:i will assume liability for Tioga 

River's existing, approved SRF loans from the state of New Hampshire and no "new" financing 

approvals are required. However, Abenaki and Tioga request that the Commission approve 

Abenaki 's assumption of Tioga's remaining SRF loan obligations pursuant to RSA 369:1 & 2. 

V. REQUEST TO MODIFY TARIFF TO ALLOW MONTHLY BILLING 

Abenaki requests that the Commission authorize Abenaki to modify Tioga River's 

existing tariff to provide for monthly billing, effective on the transfer of Tioga River's franchise 

and utility assets to Abenaki, as provided by RSA 378:3. As the Commission observed, monthly 

billing is favorable to both a utility and its customers. See Abenaki Water Company, Inc., Order 

No. 25,613 (December23, 2014) citing Hampstead Area Water Company, Order No. 25,000 

(August 4, 2009) (monthly billing "will send more accurate price signals to customers and 

reduce [the utility's] cash working capital requirements"); Pittsfield Aqueduct Company, Inc., 

Order No. 23,117 (January 26, 1999) (change from quarterly billing to monthly billing is in the 
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public interest); North Country Water Supply, Inc., Order No. 20,957 (September 9, 1993) 

(Commission's "favor[s] more frequent billing, thereby reducing uncollectible revenues and 

disconnect notices"). 

The changes to Tioga River's existing tariff to implement monthly billing are described 

in the testimony of Abenaki President Pauline Doucette. Abenaki requests that the Commission 

authorize Abenaki to revise Tioga River's existing tariff in order to implement monthly billing 

pursuant to RSA 378:3. 

WHEREFORE Abenaki and Tioga River respectfully request that the Commission: 

(1) Approve the transfer Tioga River's water utility assets and franchise to Abenaki 

as set forth in Asset Purchase Agreement pursuant to RSA 374:22 & 30; 

(2) Authorize Tioga River to discontinue operation as a public water utility following 

the transfer pursuant RSA 374:28; 

(3) Authorize Abenaki to assume Tioga River's existing SRF loan obligations 

pursuant to RSA 369:1 & 2; 

(4) Authorize Abenak:i to modify Tioga River's existing tariff to provide for monthly 

billing pursuant to RSA 378:3; and 

( 5) Grant such other relief as justice may require. 
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Date: July 25, 2018 By: 

Date: July~ 2018 By: 
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Respectfully submitted, 

Abenaki Water Co., Inc. 

By Its Counsel, 

UPTON & ~A~D, LLP 

;j1~ 
Justm C. Richardson 
NHBA#12148 
159 Middle Street 
Portsmouth, New Hampshire 03801 
(603) 436-7046 
jrichardson@uptonhatfield.com 

Tioga River Water Company, Inc. 

By Its Counsel, 

WESCOTILAW, PA 

~~·~ ~ard 
NHBA#ll48 
28 Bowman Street 
Laconia, New Hampshire 03246 
(603)524-2166 
EHibbard@WescottLawNH.com 


