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April 9, 2018

Ms. Debra A. Rowland

Executive Director

New I-Iampshire Public Utilities Commission

21 South Fruit Street, Suite 10

Concord, New Hampshire 03301

Re: DocketNo. DE 18-019

Request of Keene Housing for Waiver of Rule Puc 201.05

Dear Ms. Rowland:

Please treat this letter as the response of the Office of the Consumer Advocate (OCA) to the

request filed by Keene Housing on February 7, 201 8 for a waiver ofthe above-referenced

Commission rule as well as the April 4, 2018 letter ofPublic Service Company of New

Hampshire (PSNR) opposing the requested waiver.

On behalf of residential ratepayers, the OCA recommends that the Commission grant the

requested waiver. It is on all fours with the waiver granted on March 29 to Twin Pines Housing

in Docket No. DE 1 8-020. The chief distinction between the two situations is that Twin Pines is

in the service territory of Liberty Utilities, which took no position on the waiver request, whereas

Keene Housing is served by PSNH.

Both Keene Housing and Twin Pines Rousing have sought a waiver of the rule prohibiting

master metering ofresidential apartments. The logic ofeach request is the same: The housing in

question is provided to people in need ofhousing assistance, in circumstances where the

residents will not be paying their own electric hills in any event.

Nevertheless, in opposing the Keene Housing request, PSNH devotes many paragraphs to

making what is essentially the classic “slippery slope” argument: Ifwe let Keene Housing do it




