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With 2011 well underway, new elected and
appointed state officials are forging ahead - or
backwards - with energy efficiency plans. It all
depends what state you're talking about. In
Connecticut, Governor Dan Malloy has proposed a
re-org to create the Department of Energy and
Environmental Policy (DEEP), a smart move to bring
these functions under one roof, and the first
cabinet level energy office the state has had in
decades. With a friendly legislature, the DEEP and
Malloy's choice to head it up - Dan Esty of Yale -
should win easy approval and pave the way for
more progress in energy efficiency.

In Maine, environmentalists, the tourism industry and other and breathers of air are
shuddering at what Governor Paul LePage might get through in his regulation roll-back
express. Members of the legislature have targeted the new building energy code and
the state's involvement in the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative (RGGI).

And in New Hampshire, one of the first items on the House agenda was to vote a RGGI
pull-out, never mind that ratepayers will continue to pay the costs of RGGI but get
none of the benefits RGGI-funded efficiency programs provide. At least there is some
hope that moderates in the Senate will find a way to improve how RGGI dollars are
invested rather than cheat the state's residents and businesses to prove an ideological
point.

While all states in the region continue to struggle with budget woes, several leaders
are staying the course with strong and stable funding for efficiency, good appointees
to public utilities commissions and energy offices, and legislation that seeks to capture
more cost-effective efficiency, rather than row in reverse. Read on for more news
from around the region, including an interview with Rick Sullivan, the new Secretary of
Energy and Environmental Affairs in Massachusetts.
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Policy Developments in the States

February saw important developments for energy efficiency policy in the states, some
positive and others less so. New Hampshire has been in the spotlight, as the state
House of Representatives just voted to end its participation in the Regional
Greenhouse Gas Initiative (RGGI) which is a major source of funding for efficiency
programs. Now debate moves to the Senate and perhaps to Governor John Lynch, who
has opposed the measure.

Read more about other bills NEEP is watching closely across the region

Efficiency Plays a Starring Role in Mass. Energy and

Climate Plan Massachusekts Claan
The Massachusetts Clean Energy and Climate Plan for 2020 Energy and Climats Plan

was released in December 2010 as a crowning policy for 2020
achievement of Governor Patrick's first term. The plan

lays the framework to attain the emissions reduction goals L

of the Global Warming Solutions Act of 2008 while
bolstering the Commonwealth's growing clean energy
sector. Policy recommendations are grouped in five
buckets: buildings, energy supply, transportation, non-
energy emissions and cross-cutting policies.

Read more about the plan's emphasis on energy efficiency

in buildings

Economic Benefits of the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative (RGGI)

Two major new reports have found that the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative (RGGI)
has increased investments in energy efficiency and saved customers millions on their
electricity bills.

Learn more about why investing in efficiency is a win for Northeast states

Back to top

Energy Code Happenings from Across the Region

From Maine to Pennsylvania states are looking at building energy codes - some with an
eye to roll back standards while others are investigating putting even more
comprehensive codes into place, a move that will further boost savings from efficiency
measures.

Learn more about code happenings from across the region

Shedding Light on Changes to Bulb

. - . Standards

nghtlngt‘ghf)lces New energy efficiency standards for common
Save You Money light bulbs will begin a two year phase-in

starting January 2011 - a move that will

ultimately save consumers $10 billion a year
y on electricity - for a product essentially

" unchanged since the times of horse and

buggy. While this may not be news to those in

the efficiency field, the policy has been the
subject of lambasting by certain talking

Halogen Light-Emitting Compact .

T e n ey G Teaty heads, and presents an educational

: opportunity for the public at large.

Read more about the work NEEP is doing with industry stakeholders to provide

accurate information about the changeover
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Resources for High Performance Schools and
Public Buildings

Are you building a new school or want to figure out
how to make your existing school more efficient
and environmentally friendly? Perhaps you are part
of a community that is considering the adoption of
a stretch code or a building rating system to make
your new buildings more energy efficient, but don't
know the key differences.

Learn more about the resources NEEP has to help you understand and implement best
practices in energy efficiency for public buildings

Back to top

Meet Rick Sullivan, Secretary of Energy and Environmental Affairs
for the Commonwealth of Massachusetts

Richard K. Sullivan Jr. is a veteran of state and local government,
having served as mayor of Westfield for a dozen years, as a member
of the Massachusetts Turnpike Authority Advisory Board, and most
recently, as Commissioner of the Department of Conservation and
Recreation. But for many in the efficiency world, Sullivan is a new
face.

Highlights caught up with the Secretary of Energy and Environmental Affairs to talk
about his new post and how he views efficiency as key to delivering on Governor Deval
Patrick's policy agenda.

Back to top
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