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RESOLUTION # 

NEGC RESOLUTIOlV ON ENERGY POLICY 

WHEREAS, the Clnited Statcs was self sufficient in cnergy until the late 1 0 s  and in 2007 net 
imported energy ilcmuntcd for $9 percent of all energy consumed: and 

WHEREAS. in 2007 the L'nited Statcs consumed over 20 million barrels of oil per day. of 
\vhic h over t 3 mill ion barrels was imported. and the nominal price for crude oil has increased from 
$30 a barrel in ZOO0 to over $ I00 a barrel in 2008: and 

WHEREAS. in 2007 the United States consumed 23. I trillion cubic feet of natural gas. of 
which 30 percent ~vas consumed by the electric power sector; and 

WHEREAS. in 2007 the United States consumed approximately I .  l 5 billion tons of coal. of 
which 93 percent was consumed by the electric power sector: and 

WHEREAS. in 2007 fossil fuels accounted for72 percent df net electric generation in the 
United States and renewable energy sources accounted tbr only 8 percent of net clectric generation. 
with 71 percent of rcnewibles dcrivcd tiom conventional hydroelectric power: and 

WHEREAS, total carbon dioxide emissions from the combustion of fossil furls in the llnited 
Statcs in  2006 totaled 6 billion metric tons. 18 percent higher than in 1990: and 

WHEREAS. in New England o\*erall annual electric usage increased by 8.8 percent between 
2000 and 2007. while the a\.crage retail price for elcctricit'y increased tivm 0.6 ccnts per k ~ l r  in 2000 
to 15.1 cents per kwh in .April 2008. an increase of56 percent: and 

\-C'HEHE;\S. external forces such as yro\ving cneryp demand in China and India. and political 
instability in the Middle East. Nigeria and Veneruclo incrcnse price volatility ti~r an ultimatt.ly scarce 
resource: and 

WHEREAS. the absence of a coniprchcnsive and coordinated national cncrgy policy threatens 
our security. our econom and our environment: and 

WHEREAS. the path to cncrgy sc'curity. cconomic \.itality and cnvironn~cntal sustainability 
requires firm steps and long strides totiards a~gressi\tf gi)aIs for cncrgi ~fficic~lc!. and alternative 
cncrgy : 
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NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED 'THAT we commit to the National Action Plan for 
Energy Et'ticiency devised by _ the - -  U.S. Departt~~ent __ of E n e r ~ n L t h e  Et&ummmU- -- - .. A 

:lgency and agree to: 

Recognize cnergy conservation and efficiency as our highest priority energy resource: ' 

Make a strong. long-term comn~itment to imple~ncnt cost-etTective energy efficiency as a 
resource: 
Broadly communicate the benefits of and opportunities for energy consenation and 
efficiency: 
Promote sufticient. timely. and stable program funding to deliver energy etTciency where 
cost-etktive; and 
Modify policies to align utility incentives with the delivery of cost-effective energy 
efficiency and modify ratemaking practices to promote energy etliciency investments. 

We shall strenuously promote measures such as renewable portfolio standards, environmentally 
sustainable renewable fuel standards. renewable energy  edits and carbon reduction programs in order 
to reduce our dependence on fossil fuels and unstable supplies. 

We continue to support strongly the de\leloprnenr of renewable power generation and cost- 
rt'fectivr: transmission within New England and adjacent areas. We recognize as well that cost- 
effective renewable resources that are distant from load centers are likely to play an important role in 
addressing our region's future energy and environmmtal challenges. and the New England states 
should work together to review and understand such opportunities. .4ccordinyly. we commit to 
cooperate as a region to resolve any di tkrenccs that may exist among us that would impede the 
development of cost-effective renewable resources. 

'Idopted at the meeting of the New England~ovcrnors' Conference, Inc. 
in Bar Harbor, Maine on September 16,2008. 

\F;W FV( ; I  -\XI3 (;( )\.F.RNORS' CONFERENCE. INC.. Bohtiln. %l l r s~~~~l iu~c t t \  12 I 10- 1235 



RESOLUTION 32-4 

RESOL U TION CONCERIVING ENERGY 

WHEREAS the NEG;ECP rstablishcd in 2001 short-. mid- and long-tcrni Grctenliousc (.;as 
(CitIG) emission targcts and the jurisdictions in the region tire iilso siltTject to \.;\T~ous I o c ~ I ~ .  regional 
and national goals with respect to GIIG emissions: and 

WHEREAS most of the states iind pro\.inccs tiirniin~ the Sli(i.'IZC'P confhrcncc are 
currenil\ hea\,ily reliant on h!.drocnrhon-based electricity gcncralion: and 

WHEREAS this rcliancc co11tril.rirtc.s to the price \ blntilii! ol'clicrg! cc~nimoditics: and 

WHEREAS this \.olatilit!: is detrinicntal to oitrcitirens and 10 all scctors c)l'~lie 
economy: and 

WHEREAS indi\:iduai' states and pro\ inces can i~ilplcnicnt regulations and policics tha~ Icad 
to a better use of misting or upcoming rene\\ablc cncrg: soilreds I\ i t l l i t i  tlic ~ ~ g i o n :  ;in11 

WHEHEitS indi\.idual states and pro\.inccs can inlplcnicnt rcgul;~tiun and policics in a 
regional perspective to li~nher de\.r.lop the region's nneu rrblc ellerg!. S C I ~ I ~ C L ' S  a11d enhance tlic 
region's energ? independence. 

NOW 'I'HEHEI;OHE BE IT HESOI.\'ED that thc (j1n c'r110rs and Prcmiers reiterate tlicir 
goals to lhcilitate clinicltc clianyc mitigation b!. clicrpy cfficicnc! and conser\.ation nicasurcs ilncl 
greater usc of rcnc\vahlc cncrg) sources \\ ithiti the region: and 

RE IT FL:HTHEH RESOLVED that li)r tlic hcnctit of our citizct~s a11d 01';iIl sc~tors.oStlic 
economy. tlic Cin\.crnors and Prcriiiers aim ti3 help reducc llic \-olatilit! of clcctricit!. prices o\.cr t11c 
itliolc rcgion. both in tllc short and in  tlic long term: ;\iicl - 
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RE IT FL'RTHER HESOLI'ED that the (>o\.ertiurs and I'rcmiers dirsct thc Sonlit.ost 
Itltc.niational Comniittec on Energ!. (SIC'E) to continuc to \\ark on tlie directi\r's contilined in 
Kcsolution 3 1 - 1 Ivith greater emphasis on ho\\ to better usc existing atid upcoming renew ablc 

awv s ~ u r c c ~ _ ~ t h i ~ l t b e ~ r c ~ i o n  as a \\.a\. to rapidly tnhancc the rexion's enere  i~iJcpe~icicucc:~ind 

RE IT PLfHTHEH HESOLI'ED tliat the (io\c.rnors smd Premicrs direct the SICI-: to t'nd 
\\nys to f'urtlwr drt\;t.lop and use thc region's rcne\\tible energ!. sources in ordcr to cnhuncc the 
I-cyion's long-tcrm energy independaicc: and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Gu\~ernors and Prcmicrs Jircct thc YI<'I' to 
tilonitor and encourage tlic prugrcss ol'lhe region's electric s!.stsni halancing authorities in their 
pursuit ol'actions to siccelerate thc integration of \miable electric gcnr'riltitig rc'sources such as wind. 
solar. t idol. and Hakc power: and 

BE IT FI'RTI IEH HF.SOL\'EI) that t l ~  C;o\.eniors and Premiers support coordination 01' 
po\\.cr s!.stcm rrriol! scs across the .region herti itppli~3blc so  ;IS 10 itili)rtii  lie rr'gion's rc\.ic\v of 
ccononiic and rcliablc rcnc\cclblc and lo\\ -cmissiotis rcsourcc i)pporti~t)itics. 

..I cloptctl nt ?he 32"" ..I rinrml Co~flcrcrrce hf ?It P . \ i (~v EttgI(ittrl Governors 
cirid Eastern C~ncminn Prvniiers in Bar Harbor, .Ihirie, on September 16, 2008 
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