THE STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION

DE 09-137
UNITIL ENERGY SYSTEMS, INC.
Order Suspending Tariff and Scheduling a Prehearing Conference
September 4, 2009

On August 5, 2009, Unitil Energy Systems, Inc. (UES or the Company) filed a petition
pursuant to RSA 374-G requesting several approvals in connection with distributed energy
resources (DER) projects, including approval of proposals regarding 1) a two stage framework
for review of its DER investment proposals, 2) a DER project screening process, 3) a DER rate
recovery mechanism and DER tariff to be activated with a later rate filing, and 4) its 2009 DER
program. UES filed supporting testimony and related schedules with its petition. UES also filed
draft tariff pages with the notation *“to be filed’’ in the rate field.

UES stated that its proposed 2009 DER program will consist of the following projects: 1)
a time-of-use/demand response pilot program; 2) a solar domestic hot water system at
Crutchfield Place, a 105 unit low income multifamily property in Concord; 3) a solar
photovoltaic installation at the new Stratham fire house; and 4) a solar photovoltaic installation
and a Capstone microturbine combined heat and power unit for school administrative unit (SAU)
16 in Exeter.

UES stated that RSA 374-G allows electric public utilities to invest in DER as defined in
the statute and authorizes rate recovery for approved utility DER investments. According to
UES, RSA 374-G does not specify the precise regulatory process and rate recovery mechanism

nor does it describe a precise cost/benefit test or evaluation. UES proposes a two-step regulatory












