DE 00-087

GRANI TE STATE ELECTR ¢ CavPANY

Revi sed Default Rate Proposal
for the Period May 1, 2000 - October 31, 2000

Order Approving Mdtion for Confidential Treatnent

ORDER NO 23,486

May 22, 2000
PROCEDURAL HI STORY

On April 17, 2000, the Petitioner, Granite State
El ectric Conpany (Granite State or the Conpany), filed with
t he New Hanpshire Public Utilities Comm ssion (Conm ssion) a
proposal for the inplenentation of Revised Default Service for
the period May 1, 2000 through October 31, 2000. On May 1,
2000, the Commi ssion issued Order No. 23,453 approving the
Conpany’s inplenentation of Default Service effective May 1,
2000 through October 31, 2000, and ordered the Conpany to file
a conmpliance tariff with the Comm ssion on or before May 10,
2000, in accordance with N.H Adm n. Rules, Puc 1603.02(b).
The Conmm ssion also ordered that the rates were subject to
reconciliation depending on the outconme of the investigation
opened by the Order, and adopted a procedural schedule for
di scovery, testinony and heari ng.

On May 8, 2000, Granite filed a Motion for

Confidential Treatnent, pursuant to NH Adm n. Rules Puc 203. 04
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and 204.06, with respect to Staff Data Request 1-1, issued
April 26, 2000, relating to the contract with the whol esal e
supplier, Southern Conpany (Southern), for Default Service.
Al t hough the Retail Price is not confidential, Granite avers
that the contract includes conpetitive energy pricing and
contract ternms that are comrercially sensitive information and
for which confidential treatnent is appropriate. Ganite
mai ntai ns that disclosure of the information could be harnfu
to Southern’s conpetitive position and could chill its
willingness to participate in providing energy service in New
Hanpshire in the future.
1. COW SSI ON ANALYSI S

The Conmm ssion recogni zes that the information
contained in the aforenmenti oned data response is confidenti al
information pertaining to “confidential, comrercial or
financial information” of which Ganite and Sout hern have
t aken steps to avoid disclosure, and which could adversely
af fect the business position of one or both of the Parties in
the future. All of the information requested has been, or
will be, nade available to the Comm ssion and the Conm ssion
Staff.

Based on Granite’s representations, and there being no

obj ection fromany other party, wunder the balancing test we have
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applied in this case and in prior cases, e.g., Re NET (Auditel), 80
NH PUC 437 (1995), Re Eastern Utilities Associates, 76 NH PUC 236
(1991), we find that the benefits to Granite and Sout hern of
non-di sclosure in this case outweigh the benefits to the
public of disclosure. The information, therefore, is exenpt
from public disclosure pursuant to RSA 91-A:5,1V and Puc
204. 06.

Based upon the foregoing, it is hereby
ORDERED, that Granite’s Mtion for Confidential

Treatment with respect to information provided in response to

Staff Data Request No. 1-1 is APPROVED;, and it is

FURTHER ORDERED, that the determ nation as to protective
treatment made herein is subject to the ongoing authority of the
Conmmi ssion, on its own notion or on the notion of Staff, any party or
any other menber of the public, to reconsider this Oder in |ight of

RSA 91-A, should circunstances so warrant.
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By order of the Public Utilities Conm ssion of New

Hanpshire this twenty-second day of May, 2000.

Douglas L. Patch Susan S. Ceiger Nancy Brockway
Chai r man Comm ssi oner Comm ssi oner

Attested by:

Claire D. DiCicco
Assi stant Secretary



