DT 99- 067
| mpl ement ation of 8251(b) of the Tel ecommunications Act of 1996
Order Nisi Odering Full Inplenentation of
Per manent Local Nunber Portability by
| ncunbent and Conpetitive Local Exchange Carriers

ORDER NO 23,210

May 10, 1999

Section 251(b)(2) of the Tel ecommuni cations Act of 1996
(TAct) stipulates that carriers have “the duty to provide, to the
extent technically feasible, nunber portability in accordance
with requirenments prescribed by the Conmm ssion.” I n addition,
New Hanpshire Adm nistrative Rule Puc 1310.01(b) states that
i ncunbent Local Exchange Carriers (ILECs) and conpetitive Local
Exchange Carriers (CLECs) “shall provide nunber portability as
soon as it is technically feasible pursuant to the
Tel ecommuni cati ons Act of 1996.” The New Engl and Tel ephone and
Tel egraph Conpany (Bell Atlantic) and MCl -Wrl dConf Brooks and
ot her LECs have advi sed the Comm ssion that LNP is technically
f easi bl e.

In conpliance with these requirenents, and in response
to a request fromthe New Hanpshire Public Utilities Conm ssion
(Comm ssion), Bell Atlantic, an ILEC, agreed to advance its
comm tnent to inplenent permanent Local Nunber Portability (LNP)
in New Hanpshire from year-end 1999 to a June 30, 1999
i npl enmentation date. Bell Atlantic confirnmed this agreenent in a

letter to the Conm ssion dated January 8, 1999.
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The inpl enentation of permanent LNP serves the
interests of New Hanpshire residents by fostering conpetition as
envi sioned by the passage of the TAct. LNP wll allow consuners
the option of retaining their existing tel ephone nunber when
switching their service between conpeting | ocal service
provi ders, thus renoving an obstacle to conpetition by
encour agi ng those consuners who m ght otherw se make a change to
a new | ocal service provider but who, for any nunber of economc
and non-econom c reasons, are unwilling to do so if it results in
| osing their existing phone nunber.

We reaffirmthat the interests of conpetition as
mandat ed by the TAct require that nunber portability becone the
normin New Hanpshire. Based on the representations of Bel
Atlantic and MClI-Wrl dConf Brooks, we find that LNP is technically
feasible. W therefore direct all ILECs and CLECs to inpl enent
per manent Local Nunber Portability throughout their networks
within a reasonable tinme frane. W consider Cctober 31, 1999 to
be a reasonable tine and will therefore establish that date as

t he deadl i ne.
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Based upon the foregoing, it is hereby

ORDERED NI SI, that all ILECs and CLECs in the State of
New Hanpshire provide for full inplenentation of permanent Local
Nunmber Portability by October 31, 1999; and it is

FURTHER ORDERED, that the Comm ssion shall cause a copy
of this Order nisi to be published once in a statew de newspaper
of general circulation, such publication to be no later than
May 17, 1999; and it is

FURTHER ORDERED, the Conm ssion shall mail to each ILEC
and CLEC aut horized in New Hanpshire a copy of this Order nisi;
and it is

FURTHER ORDERED, that all persons interested in
responding to this petition be notified that they may submt
their comments or file a witten request for a hearing on this
matter before the Comm ssion no later than May 27, 1999; and it
i's

FURTHER ORDERED, that any party interested in
respondi ng to such coments or request for hearing shall do so no
| ater than June 7, 1999; and it is

FURTHER ORDERED, that this Oder nisi shall be
effective June 17, 1999, unless the Comm ssion provides otherw se

in a supplenmental order issued prior to the effective date.
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By order of the Public Uilities Conmm ssion of New

Hanpshire this tenth day of My, 1999.

Dougl as L. Patch Susan S. Gei ger Nancy Brockway
Chai r man Comm ssi oner Comm ssi oner

Attested by:

Thomas B. Getz
Executive Director and Secretary



