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April 19, 2016

Kelli Singer, Director of Operations
Nordic Energy Services, LLC
One Tower Lane, Suite 300
Oakbrook Terrace, IL 60181

Re: DM 15-496. Nordic Energy Services. LLC
Competitive Electric Power Supplier Application
Denial of Confidential Treatment for Customer Contract Form

Dear Ms. Singer:

On December 10, 2015, Nordic Energy Services, LLC (Nordic Energy) filed an
application to register as a competitive electric power supplier (CEPS). Nordic Energy’s
filing included a motion for confidential treatment of (1 ) its listing of the number and
type of customer complaints during the most recent calendar year, and (2) its proposed
form ofresidential and small commercial customer contract. On March 4, 2016, Nordic
Energy withdrew its request for confidential treatment of the listing of customer
complaints, but maintained its request fbr contidential treatment ofthe proposed form of
residential and small commercial customer contract. On April 14, 2016, Nordic Energy
tiled, under claim ofconfldentiality, proposed final revisions to its residential and small
commercial customer contract form.

Commission Staff(Staft) tiled a memorandum on April 15, 2016 stating its
position that contracts intended for transactions with residential and small commercial
customers should not be afforded confidential treatment by the Commission. In Staffs
view, all residential and small commercial customer contracts filed by a CEPS and
reviewed by the Commission should be publicly available for inspection, especially by
potential customers ofthe CEPS, and not he limited to review by only Staffand the
Commission. Staffcmphasized the importance olcontract terms transparency, in
particular as a means ofenabling inlbrmed decisions by customers choosing among
otters from different CEPS. Staff further indicated it is unaware that any other CEPS has
been granted or even requested confidential treatment for its residential and small
commercial customer contract form(s). According to Staff, the contract forms used by
Nordic Energy’s CEPS competitors therefore are publicly reviewable by both prospective
and current customers, and Nordic Energy’s contract fbrm should be as well.
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Based on these considerations, Staff concluded that Nordic Energy has little or no
privacy interest in its proposed form of residential and small commercial customer
contract, and whatever privacy interest it may have in the contract form is outweighed by
the public interest in its disclosure. Staff recommended that the Commission deny
confidential treatment of Nordic Energy’ s form of residential and small commercial
customer contract, and direct Nordic Energy to file a public, unredacted version of the
complete contract form within 30 days ofsuch denial.

The Commission has reviewed Nordic Energy’s request for confidential treatment
ofits form ofresidential and small commercial customer contract and Staff’s
recommendation that confidential treatment be denied. The Commission has found that
any possible privacy interest of Nordic Energy in the contents or format of such contract
form is outweighed by the substantial public interest in its disclosure, for the reasons
identified by Staffin its recommendation.

The Commission therefore has denied Nordic Energy’s request for confidential
treatment and has directed Nordic Energy to submit a public, unredacted version of its
form ofresidential and small commercial customer contract within 30 days ofthe date of
this letter. Accordingly, Nordic Energy must file a public, unredacted version of its
complete residential and small commercial customer contract form by May 19, 2016.

Sincerely,
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Debra A. Ilowland
Executive Director

cc: Service List
Docket File
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